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Transcript: Reporting onsite generated electricity video 

[Slide 1] Welcome to the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting training video series. This series is 
delivered by the Clean Energy Regulator and aims to help you report under the National Greenhouse and 
Energy Reporting Act 2007, also known as the NGER Act.  

This video will cover reporting electricity production and consumption under the NGER Act. 

[Slide 2] There is a range of terms used in this video that have a specific meaning, including Clean Energy 
Regulator, NGER, Determination, NGER Act, EERS, and Regulation. To learn what each of these means, 
please refer to the video ‘Introduction to the Clean Energy Regulator and NGER’, from the NGER training 
video series, available by following the links at the end of this video. 

[Slide 3] In the first part of this video, we describe the requirements for reporting onsite electricity 
generation and use. 

[Slide 4] If your facility has a generating unit for producing electricity for use onsite, you must report 
production and consumption of electricity for each generating unit that has the capacity to produce at least 
0.5 megawatts of electricity, and produced over 100,000 kilowatt hours of electricity in the reporting year. 

Activities associated with electricity generation are also required to be reported. They are: 

• consumption of fuel to generate electricity, 
• consumption of renewable energy commodities such as solar energy, that are used for electricity 

production, and 
• electricity consumption. 

[Slide 5] For example, a gas power plant has two generating units. Both units have a maximum generation 
capacity of 20 megawatts, exceeding the generating unit threshold. Unit one is used more than unit two 
during the year, producing 10 million kilowatt hours of electricity whereas unit two only produced 90 
thousand kilowatt hours. Unit one is over the annual generation reporting threshold, but unit two is under. 
This means that unit one must be reported, however, under Regulation 4.19 the production from unit two 
does not need to be reported, and under section 2.68 of the Determination the consumption of electricity 
from unit two also does not need to be reported. 

For ease or completeness of reporting, you may choose to report the under-threshold electricity produced. If 
you choose to do this, we ask that you also report the subsequent consumption of electricity to uphold the 
integrity of the energy balances at your facility. 

[Slide 6] Once the electricity is generated, it is consumed either: 

• for use onsite 
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• for use offsite using a direct connection to a third party or a different facility, not transmitted via a 
network, or 

• for use offsite on a grid, that is, transmitted to an electricity network. 

[Slide 7] If your facility does not produce electricity to power itself, it may need to acquire electricity from 
elsewhere. 

If you purchase electricity from outside your facility, you will need to report the associated, indirect, scope 2 
emissions. 

Please note: If you acquired electricity from outside your facility that was not purchased, we expect you to 
document the basis for this – in particular, explaining how the electricity has been acquired and 
demonstrating that the electricity was not ‘purchased’. 

[Slide 8] In the second part of the video, we explain how to report energy consumed to generate electricity. 

[Slide 9] The energy commodities for electricity generation are listed in Schedule 1 of the Regulations. 

The thresholds for reporting each of these different fuel sources are outlined in the following slides 

[Slide 10] This table summarises the thresholds for fuel consumed by combustion to generate electricity. 

For solid fuels the threshold is 1 tonne. 

For liquid fuels the threshold is 1 kilolitre. 

For gaseous fuels the threshold is 1000 cubic metres. 

It should be noted that when using these fuels the emissions generated will be reported as scope 1 
emissions.  

More details can found in the ‘Reporting energy production and consumption’ guideline, which can be 
downloaded from our website from the ‘Guides and factsheets’ link at the end of this video. 

[Slide 11] Four renewable energy commodities for electricity generation are listed in Schedule 1 of the 
Regulations. 

These are solar, wind, water, and geothermal.  

Production of these energy commodities is not required to be reported.  

[Slide 12] A 100 per cent conversion efficiency is assumed between the renewable energy commodity 
consumed and the electricity produced; they are considered to be of equal magnitude. For example, if a 
wind farm generates 1,000,000 gigajoules of electricity, it is assumed to have consumed 1,000,000 gigajoules 
of the renewable energy commodity ‘wind energy for electricity generation’. 

It should be noted that when production of renewable electricity is reported, EERS will automatically record 
the consumption of the renewable energy commodity used to generate that electricity. This means you do 
not have to input consumption of renewable energy commodities into EERS. 

[Slide 13] In the third part of the video, we describe the requirements for reporting consumption of 
electricity generated onsite. 

[Slide 14] Electricity for consumption on site should be interpreted as the total of: 
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• electricity generated within the facility and consumed within the facility, and 

• losses caused by resistive heating throughout the facility. 

It should be noted that when production of electricity produced for use onsite is reported, EERS will 
automatically record the consumption of that electricity. This means you do not have to input consumption 
of electricity generated onsite into EERS. 

[Slide 15] This video is from the NGER training video series. The Clean Energy Regulator has published a 
range of resources on its website, www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au, to help you in your obligations to 
report under the NGER Act. To access our training video series, visit our website and search ‘Videos’. To 
access our more comprehensive written guidance documents, visit our website and search ‘Guides and 
factsheets’. To access calculators to assist you in assessing reporting obligations, estimating uncertainty in 
emissions, and estimating emissions from solid waste and wastewater operations, visit our website and 
search ‘Calculators’. 

[Slide 16] For more information or help with reporting under the NGER scheme, please contact us by 
calling 1300 553 542, emailing us at reporting@cleanenergyregulator.gov.au, or visiting our website at 
www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au. 

[Slide 17] This video has been developed by the Clean Energy Regulator to assist persons to comply with 
their reporting obligations under the NGER Act. This video should be viewed in conjunction with the NGER 
Act and supporting Regulations and Determination.  

Changes to legislation may affect the information in this video.  

The examples used in this video are for illustrative purposes only, this video is not intended to provide legal 
advice. If persons have concerns or questions about the application of legislation in their particular 
circumstances, they should seek professional advice. 

End of transcript 
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